
Achievement Awards in Writing Advisory Committee 
 
Charge: The NCTE Achievement Awards in Writing program makes use of an advisory committee and state coordina-
tors.  
 
Achievement Awards Advisory Committee:  To advise staff on the nature, policies, and procedures regarding the 
NCTE Achievement Awards, including the following issues: development of a specific plan for involving more public 
schools in the awards, especially those with large non-white populations; revision of the structure of the award to 
mitigate the negative effects of competition on student identity and learning; consideration and development of 
diversified awards: that recognize remarkable improvement or growth in writing; that recognize multi-modal 
composition (digital or non-digital); and that recognize remarkable risk-taking with the process of writing, instead of 
the exclusive focus on the final draft; and consideration of revising the Achievement Awards procedure, to eliminate 
the test-like, single-draft, timed essay as part of the award criteria, since recent developments in high-stakes 
assessment already privilege those who write quickly; and to consider and make recommendations for ways that 
your work might interface with NCTE’s National Day on Writing. 
 
State Coordinators:  To advise the NCTE staff liaison on any changes that should be made in the Achievement Awards 
program; review judging procedures; recommend judges; recommend ways of publicizing the program; investigate 
ways of aiding the winners; and give suggestions for the impromptu theme topic. 
 
For information on the Achievement Awards in Writing Program for 11th grade students, click here. 
 
2015 Activities 
 
The AAW Advisory Committee again worked this year to improve promotion of the contest in response to our charge 
from the Executive Council.  We worked with NCTE staff to provide more publicity for the contest through NCTE’s 
social media presence. 
 
Participation in 2015 included 650 juniors, down from 796 students in 2014.  In 2015, 141 students were commended 
with Certificates of Superior Writing. 
 
At the Washington DC convention in November 2014, the committee presented and discussed possible new prompts 
for the revised writing piece.  After several follow-up emails and a conference call, the 2016 prompt was submitted 
to NCTE.      
 
We recruited four new members to the committee, who will begin their terms at the 2015 annual convention: Tracey 
Coleman, Kate Hoffman, Joann Martin, and Renee Rude. 
 
The co-chairs, whose term is ending, solicited interest in taking over the leadership of the committee and made 
recommendations to the NCTE leadership.  Anne Weir and Dana Maloney were selected and will assume the 
leadership of the committee after the November 2015 annual convention. 
 
What actions, projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time? What have you accomplished so far, 
and what is your timeline for future work? 
 
During the late summer and early fall of 2015, the committee began brainstorming possible prompts for next year’s 
contest. These will be finalized at the annual convention. 
 
Because of worries about the level of participation and the low number of students selected as AAW winners this 
year (in 2015 only 650 juniors were nominated and 141 were given Certificates of Superior Writing), the committee 
composed a letter to the NCTE President Ernest Morell (our committee liaison) during the summer of 2015, 
requesting changes to the format of the contest to help make it more welcoming to students and increase 
participation.  These changes include: 1) a return to the state coordinator model for recruitment of judges and 
promotion of the contest, 2.)a return to an impromptu writing rather than a revised piece to eliminate coaching by 
teachers to make the contest more equitable, and 3)a three-tier award structure to recognize more students. We 
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just received notification from Barbara Cambridge, Interim Executive Director that NCTE would proceed with current 
practices this year while reviewing possible changes for next year. 
 
Council priorities: The NCTE Executive Committee guides NCTE focuses through establishing goals and priorities and 
through initiating projects. Please write about how your group contributes to and/or benefits from a current 
emphasis on the following: (1) capacity building for literacy learning, (2) educator leadership in school, district, and 
institutional decision making (3) authentic assessment, and (4) advocacy based on NCTE goals and knowledge at the 
local, state, and federal levels.  
 
How does your group’s work relate to each of these four emphases?  
 
The work of our group relates to initiative number one in that our contest promotes and rewards excellence in 
student writing, giving students a chance to showcase their learning and skills, and receiving recognition of their 
achievements.  The AAW contest reflects the goal of initiative 3 by providing students with the ability to select their 
best writing for their contest entries as well as providing time for students to revise their work and follow the steps 
of the writing process in their response to the writing prompt, making this a more authentic writing task than the 
previous incarnation, a timed essay. The AAW contest does not relate to initiatives 2 or 4. 
 
Jennifer Beach and Tom Beach, Co-Chairs 
 
 


